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grandson of mariners, and the father of sons in whom was to
be seen that same inclination to follow the career that opened
from their very doorsteps. A sailor, too, was his father-in-
law, Ladislao Baamonde1 y Ortega, superintendent-general
of the navy, as were his ancestors.
Franco Vietti was a man of medium stature, of vivacious
intellect, and possessed of a frown that lent an air of severity
and energy to his glance. His thick grey beard and bushy
moustache emphasized his martial mien, very much In the
fashion of the epoch. Methodical, austere, and pious, at fifty
he was superintendent-general of the navy and the author of
several textbooks. His schedule of living was changeless.
Early on Saturday afternoon he went to the church of San
Julian, where he prepared himself for his Sunday com-
munion, which he would not dispense with for anything.
At nightfall he retired to his home, where he gathered about
him the members of his family and any guests who might be
present to say the Rosary.
Franco Vietti was one of the children of Nicolas Franco y
Sanchez, reviewing officer of the Administrative Body of the
Navy, who married thrice and was the father of fifteen chil-
dren. Shortly after reaching his twentieth year Franco Vietti
married Hermenegilda Salgado Araujo y Perez, of a family
of El Ferrol, who was ten years older than her husband. She
was small, home-loving, and possessed of a plenitude of spirit
so needed then, when one realizes the vicissitudes of the era.
Seven sons were born of this marriage. The oldest, Nicolas,
followed in the footsteps of his forbears. He entered the
~navy, and as paymaster on a warship he made two voyages
to the Philippines. In 1890 he married the daughter of a
landed family of El Ferrol named Pilar Baamonde y Pardo,
daughter of Ladislao Baamonde, a commandant of the navy.
1 The name Baamonde is derived from the village of the same name in the
province of Lugo, in northern Spain.